Seneca County Family & Children First Council
Minutes

Thursday, February 12, 2009

201 S. Washington St. 

Attendance:    James Boroff; Marjorie Broadhead; Nancy Cochran; Don Coletta; Steven Crone; Pat DeMonte; Rick Gagnon; Rachelle Griffin; Sharon Hartenstein; Becky Herner; Lewis Hurst; Cate Knipp; Jim Lahoski; Arlen Lowery; Connie Maksemetz; Ruth Anne Musgrave; Kathy Oliver; Jami Opp; Robin Reaves; Katherine Wallace; 

Staff:  Sharon George 
I.
President’s Welcome – Council president Cate Knipp call the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  Council members introduced themselves and welcomed new member Steven Crone from the YMCA as he discussed his role with the YMCA and with the FCFC.

II.
Secretary’s Report* - Approval of the December 11, 2008 Council meeting minutes.  Kathy Oliver made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Arlen Lowery seconded the motion.  Motion was carried.

III.
Director’s Report – 


A.
Old Business

- Big Brothers/Big Sisters – Sharon George discussed how Connie Maksemetz is partnering with BBBS to provide case management for the program.  Connie is reviewing applications, conducting interviews and BBBS staff will complete the matches and hire a case manager by this summer.  Two applications for Bigs and ten for Littles have been received so far.  Connie distributed a pamphlet on the program.  Board members have been scheduled for Erie/Seneca Counties including local members.  BBBS staff will attend Family Festival and Bowl for Kids event in the fall.  They are applying for Betty Jane and other charitable organizations for donations.

- CARE Teams – Sharon G. updated the council on the Care Team project.  The training is scheduled for March 2nd and 3rd with 35 participants planning to attend.  The contract is at the Prosecutor’s office for review.  The FCFC will cover $12,500 and the two schools will split the other $12,000 for the first year.  A pre-training will be scheduled with the superintendents in February to discuss the foundation prior to the staff training.

IV.
B.
New Business

- Legislative letters – Sharon G. distributed a letter and reply from Rep. Sherrod Brown. 

- First Lady’s Regional Forums – An invitation was received for six Council members to attend the local forum.  Members were advised to see Sharon G. if they were able to attend the March 9 forum.  The Clinical Committee gave the state long- and short-term strategies, and the First Lady will focus on these strategies when she makes her next on-site visit.

- Governor’s State of the State – Sharon G. reviewed the PDF file on the Governor’s report.  She believes that the Care Team project puts the Council on target with the state educational and FCFC objectives. 
V.
Committee Reports


A.
Finance – Marjorie Broadhead

- Finance Reports* - Marjorie B. distributed the attached financial report and reported that Council remains on target.  The Cluster expenses were reviewed and placed back on the budget, added Cluster line item.  Wraparound insurance was not subtracted yet for December 2008.  FCFC administration has no variance????  Jami Opp made a motion to approve the finance report.  Nancy Cochran seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken (please see attached).  The motion was carried.


B.
Personnel – No report.


C.
By-Laws – No report.


D.
Service Plan – Robin Reaves

1.
HB289 Plan update – No report as Care Teams project has been the focus of the plan.

2.
Partnerships for Success – Sharon G. reported that there is no longer a state budget for PfS activities.

3.
Ohio Children’s Trust Fund – There is no required mid-year report required for the after-school and Parenting Passport programs funded with these funds.  There are no expected changes with the FY10 allocations.  The Service Plan Committee with meet in March to review the funding requirements.

4.
Wellness – No report as Karen Eatmon was out of the office.

5.
Help Me Grow – Rick Gagnon distributed the attached report and reviewed changes.    
6.
Judge’s Task Force – Judge Jay Meyer has been sworn in as the new judge; some FCFC members are advocating for the task force to continue, but now announcement has yet been made.  Sharon G. met with the judge to discuss his role with FCFC, and he has agreed to research the possibility of his participation on the Council.  Sharon Hartenstein announced to Council members that she understood that the Chief Probation officers will participate in future Cluster meetings.


E.
Evaluation Committee – No report.


F.
Clinical Committee – No report.

G.
Family Advisory Committee/Wraparound – Connie M. distributed a pamphlet for the Caregivers Connect support group; childcare barriers continue.  Wraparound’s increase in referrals includes new families who are unfamiliar with available resources.  Children often receive medical but adults do not.

H.
Cluster – Sharon G. updated Council on active meetings in Tiffin and Fostoria.  She shared a thank-you note from a child and family who benefited from support through the Cluster members, and the child is now succeeding due to the interventions and the family’s strengths.

VI.
For the good of the cause

- Robin Reaves distributed a flyer on the next Incredible Years Basic Parenting program offered through Firelands.  She also announced that the MST therapist position has been filled, and Lauren Robinson will start accepting cases once she completes the MST training in early April.  Firelands will also have a child psychiatrist at the Tiffin site starting in March.  Dr. Chris Fox will see children ages 3-18 years of age.

- Each Council member was asked to share how the economy and budget cuts have impacted their agency/services rendered.

- Lewis Hurst discussed MRDD Awareness Month activities, and stated that they are seeking volunteers for their annual basketball event.

- Connie M. announced that affordable eyeglasses can be purchased through www.zennioptical.com with an optometric prescription.

VII.
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 6, 2009 at 8:30 a.m.

VIII.
Adjourn* - Arlen Lowery made a motion to adjourn.  Pat DeMonte seconded the motion.  Motion was carried.

Respectfully submitted, Robin Reaves, Secretary      
